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Shortly after Laura‘s
father retired from his
career with the FAA, he was
invited to join a group of
men at First Presbyterian
Church in Summerville, SC
for a cup of coffee. He
discovered that these men
would meet weekly, drink
coffee,
share
a
few
exaggerations about the fish
that they had caught, and
then reminisce about their
time in the military. Then
they would invest a few
hours
doing
general
maintenance around the
church. It is amazing how
that simple invitation has
turned into many lifelong
friendships. These men were
able to profoundly link their
service in the local church to
the glory of God, and the
church's ability to minister
without
distraction.
In
addition those friendships
ended
up
being
the
launching pad for missions
trips all over the world, and
weekly double dates at a
local Mexican restaurant.

There are
takeaways
testimony.

a

couple of
from
this

#1 Investing time and energy
into one’s church produces a
sense
of
pride
and
excitement about the future.
#2 Sometimes the best
friendships are formed when
we work together for a
common goal.
The design God had for the
development of the church
was really a great idea! When
we read about the early
church sharing, “and holding
all things in common”, it is
really a call for us to live in
community,
sharing
a
common passion! Painting a
wall or cleaning out a
flowerbed, when done in
community for the purpose
of creating a place and
atmosphere that is inviting
for gospel proclamation is
certainly a reflection of a
shared passion!

On March 20th, we are
going
to
have
an
opportunity at First Baptist
Church to have a church
workday. Some of our
men have volunteered to
barbecue a pig, and our
property committee has
come up with an extensive
list
of
projects
that
desperately need to be
done (a list will be
published
soon).
We
would invite you to come
and join us. It is likely that
you will make some new
friends,
and
develop
deeper roots in some
friendships
that
you
already have. And just
maybe you will have an
opportunity through your
investment to see an
excitement begin to form
about what God is doing
now and will do in the
future
through
our
community of believers.
I hope to see you on the
20th!
Dan

From the Hansards...
"I thank God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of
your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this, that he who began a
good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. It is right for me to feel this way
about all of you, since I have you in my heart"
These words from Philippians 1:3-7 express how we, Jeremy, Cindy, Jenna and Jillian, feel towards you, First
Baptist Sumter. The writer, Paul, wrote this letter to the church family in Philippi over two thousand years
ago, but it conveys perfectly our gratitude towards you, and our desire to join with you in worshiping our
great God and spreading the good news of Jesus.
These last few months have been a whirlwind for us. At the end of last October, I (Jeremy) tore my Achilles'
tendon. About a week after that was when I talked to Allen Lowe about his leaving Sumter, and that same
day texted with Pastor Dan about getting together to talk. This was the beginning of God calling ("bob
white!..." Ha!) Just a few weeks later, our oldest daughter, Julie, got married to a wonderful man named Ben.
Two days after the wedding, I had surgery to repair my Achilles tendon - having to be "put under" and
intubated to get the job done. Then came the recovery time and several more meetings with Pastor Dan,
the staff and committees. We came to First Baptist "in view of a call" on December 27, 2020, and you, as a
church, affirmed that this was where God wanted us to be.
January and February have had a series of events that show evidence of God's hand in our lives and His
provision for us. We sold our home in Lexington - it was on the market a total of one day! Then, with the
help of Millie Welch, we found a home perfect for our family here in Sumter. In the midst of all the details of
selling and buying homes, Covid invaded our family. But God was even in those details! All of the
inspections and fixes and people having to come in to our home finished up before we had to quarantine.
God's timing is perfect!
And now we're finally here!
You, our church family, have overwhelmed us with kindness, helped us with moving in, and been extra
generous in so many ways. Getting to know the staff has been a complete joy. Then there's the fun of
getting to know (and in a lot of cases, reconnect) with the people involved in the music ministry. We are so
blessed here!
I am excited to sing and make music to our Savior with all of you. Hopefully, we are nearing the end of this
pandemic, and I am looking forward to bringing back the choir!
I have great appreciation for those who have continued to lead our church in worship throughout this Covid
season. And I am very grateful to Casey Gooch and all who joined her in leading during the interim. They
have hearts that long for Jesus, and they love to see His name lifted high.
So, the bottom line is this - GOD IS GOOD! And the Hansards are grateful for His leadership and for our
First Baptist Sumter church family.
Singing His Song,
Jeremy, Cindy, Jenna and Jillian
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Who’s Your One?
Imagine if every member of our church could answer
that question with the name of a person—one
person for whom there is a burden for that one soul
to have a personal relationship with the Lord
Jesus Christ. One name of a person for whom there
is heart cry to lift that one name in prayer
pleading for the Lord to save that one person. One
name with whom we would be willing to share the
Gospel. How would it change our church? How would
it change the world? God’s people don’t merely need
another method for evangelism. What we need is a
white-hot passion to see people who are far from
God's experience of the new life He offers through
the Lord Jesus Christ to come to know King Jesus
personally.It doesn’t matter how many times we
come to church, how many buildings we construct,
churches we plant or sermons we listen or preach if
we’re not intent on doing everything so that lost
men, women, and children will experience the
transforming work of God though the Lord Jesus
Christ. Without that one thing, we fail. Consider
that question, “Who’s Your One?” Pray for God to
use you to reach those who are lost. Pray also
about what God wants to do through you. Pray that
God will burden your heart for one person. By
God’s grace, we can all partner to reach our one.
Pastor Bob

Sign-ups for summer camp 2021 are officially underway!
To Register:
www.fbcsumter.org and click the “events tab” and then click
“summer camp 2021” and fill out the form.

